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Truth ond Matter of Full, Er. 


As many perſons exerciſe themſelves in writing 
on the ſubject of the Diſpute in Briſtol, I hope to 
be excuſed if lalſo ſhew my opinion; and more 
_ eſpecially as I have been an eye and ear witneſs of 
almoſt every circumſtance of the affair ſince Mr. 
"Moore received the Attorney's letter. I have not 
only had an opportunity of knowing what has been 
written by Preachers in different parts on the ſub- 
Jett, but of examining and comparing every paper 
that has been publiſhed in Briſtol, on each fide, and 
of bringins them all tothe teſt of Truth and Matter 
Mr. Mather's printed circular letter ſurpriſes 
me greatly; and the more ſo, as I apprehend it 
| ſpeaks a language very different from what you 
may read in the Pamphlet which he publiſhed 
(when Mr. Wesley was ative) on the Difpute 
reſpecting the Preaching-Houſe at Deusbury. 
' Formerly he ſeemed to think we were in great 
danger of being brought under the power of Truſ- 
tees, and of being made to ſee and feel the painful 
and hurtful conſequences thereof. And he 
aroſe againit them, as an armed man, even _ 


5 N 
they had not actually attempted to lord it over us, 
but when he conceived it nation that ſometime 
th 


or other they might make the attempt. But now, 
when they have actually done the thing, which 


he then only conceived o be possible, behold 1 


he becomes, their Apologiſt, their Advocate, 
and their N. ! 'The cauſe of this is 
beſt known to God and himſelf. It is the more 


extraordinary that he ſhould be found aiding and 


abetting Truſtees, at this time, when a variety of cir - 
cumſtances make it evident, hat a combination of 


Truſtees has been formed in the nation, which, if 
ſucceſsful, muſt deſtroy the liberty and indepen- 


dence of the Preachers. Some Truſtees it is 
certain in this confederacy had an avowed fixed 


deſign of dividing the Preachers. That ſome of 


the Truſtees in Hristol avowed this to be the de- 
ſign of themſelves and ſome others, credible wit- 


nneſſes will prove upon oath if neceſſary. The 


10 knowledge of this alarmed thoſe who wiſhed the 
body to continue one, and the ground of alarm 


was conſiderably increaſed by ſome other circum- 


ſtances, which 1 omit at preſent, but which full 
Juſtice to the ſubjett, may ſooner or laterbring out, 


_ eſpecially as they will throw light upon ſome of - 


the obſcureſt parts of it. And truth is great and 
will prevail.- be circumſtances above 


referred to, have had great weight with more per- 


ſons than me, and have given energy to our oppoſi- 
tion to the Bristol Trustees. I am convinced that 


thoſe who have taken an active part againſt the 


Truſtees have done it from the beſt and nobleſt 
motives. For myſelf at leaſt, I freely declare, 
that whatever little I have had to doin the buſineſs, 
has not proceeded from any deſire of ſeparating 


from the Church. I think I have attended the 
5 e „ „ Church 


— 


the'gl 
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* 
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Church for the laſt fifteen months as frequently as 


any Preacher in the Connection. I never gave 
the Sacrament or baptized a Child in my life, and 


I do not feel the leaſt inclination to do either the 
one or the other. I have no wiſh to ſee either 
| theſe things, or Service in Church-hours extended, 


except where the Conference may be clearly con- 


 vinced*that'it would be for the good of men and 


P 


oy of God. But I am decidedly of opinion 


ers, eſpecially when met together' from every 
part ofthe nation, are abundantly better qualified 


to determine upon this matter than any number of 


Truſtees can poſſibly be. And it would be a 


dreadful reflection upon the Preachers to ſuppoſe 


that they were not as anxious to avoid what would 
hurt, and attend to what would profit the people 


and promote the cauſe of God as the Truſtees are. 


And all thoſe Preachers who join them againſt their 


Brethren on this account, are guilty of the ſame 


uncharitableneſs towards their Brethren; Cer- 
tainly the Preachers, as a body, have given fuller 


proofs of their zeal and diſintereſtedneſs in pro- 
moting the cauſe of God, than ever the body of 
Truſtees througout the land have done. 


tees of Bristol, or any other place, and no quar- 


rels of my own to revenge: I had ng%hoſtile or 


unkind diſpoſition towards Mr. Benson; I have 


r. Pawson'on this ſubject, that tlie Preach- - 


I had no perſonal ill-will towards the Truſ- 


4 4 
. 
Wet 


long greatly eſteemed and reverenced him; mean- . + 


time I had no particular acquaintance with Mr. 
Moore. The ground upon which I have been 
induced to take any part with him, in this affair 


is, a firm perſuaſion that there was a combination 
of Truſtees formed againſt the liberty and inde- 
pendence of the Preachers, and that ſome of the 
rod Pope anodic 1 Wa Preachers 


«a. 


+4 . 
* 1 
8ZEũE!m̃ — — ——— - — 


, 
h — —  — —  —— — —_— 


e vlll pc them Sons 
mility, I conſidered Mr. Moore, Dr. Coke, &c, 
as fighting a battle forthe whole Methodiſt Con- 
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Preachers were in the league, and that this com- 


bination would eventually have injured the cauſe 
of God, and perhaps totally deſtroyed the Itine- 


rant Plan. Perhaps thoſe Preachers who were in 


the=combination, mght be influenced by good 
motives, They might not apprehend ſuch conſe. 


quences as necescarily reſulting from it, or might 


view thoſe conſequences in a different light. 
However that might be, thoſe who are repre- 
ſented as oppoling Mr. Benson, &c. atted 
from a perſuaſion of a formidable combination 


againſt the body of Preachers, and that what the 
Truſtees did at Bristol, if they had proved trium- 


phant, was to be the ſignal-gun to their confede- 


rates in other parts of the nation. The Truſtees 


of different places may take the part of the HBris- 


tol Truſtees, Mr. Benson, &c. and may write De- 
clarations; but fearful of having no better ſuc- 
ceſs than their Brethren. in Briſtol, they will be 


5 how they imitate them. But, if the 
N 


Truſtees here had triumphed, the Preachers would 
probably have felt the painful conſequences, in 


many places, even after all we are ſeen no more. 
So 5 then, will the Diſputes in Briſtol be from 
hurting the cause or increaſing diſtraction, that 
they will prevent a vaſt deal of diſputes; and ſo far 
will the qppoſition made here to the Truſtees be 
from mak 


ing Truſtees in general more formidable, 
eſſon of caution and hu- 


nettion, and for more generations than the 


preſem. And wheike thoſe who haxe render 
be praiſed 


this important and. meritorious ſervic 


- ” . 


or blamed, the Connection will reap. great and laſt- 


ing benefit from it, if we ſtand firm. It will not 


"Tor 


1 


only de ſtroy the combination of Truſſees already 
formed, but will prevent the like in future. 
- RefpeRing myſelf, and the time I have ſpent in 
Bristol, and the circuit, 1 muſt ſay, no Convoy: 
has yet failed for the West- Indies; and I mu 
have ſpent my time ſomewhere while I ſtaid in 
England ; conſequently my ſtaying here thus long, 


cannot be conſtrued into a negle& of my own 


place and] appointment.“ Indeed, I have been 
importuned to ſpend the year in this cir- 
euit, from a perſuaſion that the work in town and 
country wok 7 require four Preachers. The con- 
currence-of Dr. Cole, and other circumſtances, 
made me think it might be of God ; and therefore 
with great reluctance I ſubmitted. _ _ 

| Mr. Mather charges Mr. Moore with dividing 


the Bristol Society, The charge is unfair and un- 
juſt, He did not attempt to prejudice the Society 


againſt Meſſrs. Benson, Rodda and Vaiey, nor was 
there the leaſt talk or deſign of procuring other 


places to preach in, till the chief part of the So- 


ciety left the Room and Guznea-street Chapel, and 


declared they would never return to thoſe houſes. 


while the Truſtees retained their power, nor hear 
ſuch Preachers as ſhould ſupport thoſe, who, they 
ſaid, had ſo long tyrannized over both them and 
their Preachers. This being the naked fatt, cer- 

tainly Mr. Moore, in taking care of thoſe whom the 
eondutt of the Truſtees had driven away from the 


| Room and Guinea-street Chapel, is ſo far from being 


blamable, that he is highly praiſe-worthy. If Mr. 
Moore, &c. were to leave Briſtol and the Circuit 
to-day, I am perſuaded the chief patt of the peo - 
ple would not go to hear the other Preachers. And 
if Meſſ. Benson and Mather can ſay ſo much in fas 
*I was appointed for the West Indies. | 


r 
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zeal for the Conference, as 
their own rights, in oppoſition to the en- 


appeared equal! 


88 — — — — — * 
> * 
at * 
: 
* 
, 


7 0) 


your of taking care of two or three hundred, who 


eleave to the Truſtees, might not abundantly more 
be ſaid in favour of Mr. Moore and his Helpers 
taking care of twelve or thirteen hundred, who 
cleave to them, and that from a perſuaſion that 
they are true to the intereſts of the Conference? 


However the conduct of the Truſtees may ap- 
pear in the eyes of Mr. Mather, it muſt have been 


very odious in the eyes of the people in general, 


or they would not ſo generally have renounced the 


Preachers appointed by the Conference, eſpecially. 


a man of Mr. Benson's character. I am confident, 
that in all this the people were influenced by pure 


croachments and uſurpations of Truſtees. They 


_ conſidered Meſſ. Benson, Rodda and Vasey as be- 
ing unfaithful to the Conference, and as Wang 
againſt the intereſts of the Preachers in general, 
by aiding and abetting thoſe Truſtees who were 


known to have been troubleſome to Mr. Wesley 


and the Preachers for many years. And it was 
not only in the eyes of the people that the cauſe 


of the Truſtees appeared to be odious. It has 


ers who have 
Briſtol ſince the Conference. It appeared ſo to 
the Diſtrict Committee, and to all (one excepted) 


who have had an OPPORTUNITY OF JUDGING © 


ON THE SPOT. 


The diviſion of the Bristol Society ought not 
to be imputed to Mr. Moore, nor yet, ftritly 
ſpeaking, to Meſſ. Benson, Rodda * 


Vasey, but 
to the Truſtees. They took a ſtep which gave 
offence to the chief part of the Society, but which 


it is probable they would not have taken, if they 
ES e had 


well as for 


odious to the many Preach- 
een in, and paſſed through 


8 ö 
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: i or that, but, to preach to the Society at large. 
Conſequently, if the chief part of a Society 5 


anſwer, L.think the Conference does not appoint 
Preachers to preach to. Truſtees and a few of their 


= ( $4 


had not been | confident of being ſupported by the 


other three Preachers. And if they had taken 
that unwarrantable ſtep, 1t muſt inevitably have 


been abortive, if thoſe Preachers had not aided 


and abetted them, in oppoſition to the chief part of 
the Society. Pray what can any Truſtees, or 


_ wide-extended combination of Truſtees do, if no 


Preachers enter into. confederacy with them? 
They, cannot feed the ſouls of the people, or get 


congregations by mere Truſteeiſm. Our danger of 


being brought into bondage, and of the Itinerant 


Plan being injured, muſt ariſe chiefly from among 


ourſelves. Hence when any Preacher gives proot 


| of plotting and combining with Truſtees, our 
oppoſition to him can hardly be too ſtrong and 
vlgorous. 80 


Mr. Mather. will have it, that Meſf. Benson, 
Rodda and Vasey are in their place and tulfillin 
the appointment of the Conferenee. To this f 


friends, nor yet properly ipeaking, in this houſe 


e 
turned out of a hquſe,- or it any thing be done 
that gives them ſufficient caule to leave it, it is 


the duty of the Preachers to preach to the Society, 


wherever the chief part thereof ſhall aſſemble. 
Now, the chief part of the Society in Bristol 
thought (and juſtly) that they had provocation 


ſufficlent to cauſe them to leave the Room. and 


Cuinea- Street- Chapel, when the Truſtees of thoſe 


Houſes had renounced the authority of the Confe- 


rence, by claiming the ſole and excluſive right to- 

appoint their, Preachers. This right they fully 

and explicitly allerted in the letter, (of Auguſt 
; e 11th) 


(  ) 
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11th) to Mr. Moore. But, as probably the whole 


Society would haveriſen agamſt the Truſtees, if no | 


Preacher had aided and abetied them in their un- 


juſtifiable proceedings, they muſt neceſſarily have 


deſrſted from, or given up their deſigns immedi- 
ately. Of conſequence, there would have been 
no tiviſion in the Society. It was not therefore 


Mr. Moore who cauſed the diviſion as Mr. Mather 


ſays, but it was cauſed by the Truſtees; which 


diviſion nevertheleſs they could not have cauſed 


if no Preachers had cleaved to and ſupported them. 
This, 1 preſume, is what Meſſrs. Pauson and 
Hanby mean in their circular letter, but which 
Mr. Mather denies, and imputes unjuſtly to Mr: 


Moore. Probably it will here be ſaid that Mr. 


Benson, &c. were willing to preach to the chief 
part of the Society at Portland- Chapel, but that 
the Truſtees of that Chapel oppoſed their 8 181 

| 


ing there. This I know is the ſtrong hold of ar- 


mentation on Mr. Benson's ſide of the queſtion. 


What I ſhall fay in anſwet to this, will chiefly be to | 
give the reafons for this as far as I have been ac- | 
quainted with them, and leave the diſcerning and. 
' the impartial to judge for themſelves. One argu- 


ment in favour of this meaſure was, that Mr. Benson 


and his Helpers being known to be attached to the 
\ Truſtees of the Room, and warm advocates for 
them, and that they ſtill adhered to them, 5 


they had renounced the authority of the Conte- 
rence---to admit them into Portland- Chapel, would 


de unfaithfulnefs to the Conference. 


Another argument was, that from Mr. Benson's 


letters, &c. on the ſubject, it was evident that he 


would avail himſelf of his admiſſion there to pro- 
mote the deſigns of the Truſtees, and that he 


. would 


4 
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would exert his popular talents to the uttermoſt in 
doing this. Another argument was, that if he 
were admitted there, he would introduce Meſſ. 


| Nodda and Vasey, and that they would then bear 


down and cruſh Mr. Moore and his cauſe by mere 
ſuperiority of number. And the cauſe was judged 


do be of too great importance and conſequence tobe 


hazarded in this way. It was farther argued, that 


| a great part of the people were ſo ſet againſt Mr. 
Benson, &c. on account of their adhering to the 


Truſtees, even after the memorable Eleventh of 


August, that if they were admitted, it would 
+  ſeatter the Congregation. Theſe conſiderations, 
and others of a mfr kind, determined the Truſ= _ 
tees of Portland-Chape! not to ſuffer Mr. Benson 
and his Helpers to preach in their Chapel, till ſuch 


time as a Diſtrict-Meeting ſhould give judgment 
upon the caſe. But, they declared they would 


ſtand bythe deciſion of the Diftrit-Meeting which 
way ſoever it might decide. But the Truſtees of 
the Room would not leave therr affairs to this 
deciſion. Judge from this who moſt love and 
Pre achers, and who beſt adhere to 


confide in the 
Our rules. 


Reſpecting * binding the conſciences” of thoſe 
who oppoſe the adminiſtration of the Sacrament | 
amongſt us, which Mr. Mather ſpeaks of, pray 


how do thoſe who. are called the Sacramentarians 
attempt to do this? Do they inſiſt upon it that 
their Brethren gh receive the Sacrament at the 
hands of the Preachers? Or do they inſiſt upon 
it that their Brethren su] not receixe it at the 


Church? No: they inſiſt upon nothing, but 


upon having the ſame liberty which they ſo cheer- 
tully grant to thoſe who differ from them in opi- 


nion on this head. The Truſtees and friends of 
25 2255 Portland. 


— 


0 


_ deliberation uſeleſs. 


'ogy for Truſtees ? 


( 12 ) / 
' Portland-Chapel did not wiſh or attempt to inter- 


fere with the Room and Gurnea-Street-Chapel ; 
but the Truſtees of the Room and Guinea-Street- 
Chapel would interfere with, and dictate to the 
friends of Portland-Chapel. This is preciſely 
the grand point of debate. All would have 
been amicably ſettled at the Diſtrict-Meeting, if 


the Truſtees would have ceaſed to interfere with 


Portland-Chapel. Their refuſing to do this was 
what broke off the negociation, and rendered all 
Mr. Mather ſays, Our intereſts and thoſe 
of the Truſtees always appeared to him to be one.“ 
But I aſk, did they not promote an intereſt diffe- 
rent from ours at Dewsbury ? Likewiſe at Lon- 


don, at Chester and at Bristol? If our and their 


intereſts are one, and if nevertheleſs we have pro- 
moted ſeparate intereſts, either the Preachers or 
the Truſtees have goneagainſt the true intereſts 
of -both. Has it then been the Preachers or the 
Truſtees ? If Mr. Mather ſays it is the Preachers 
andnot the Truſtees, then I ſay, he has completely 
changed ſides ſince he conteſted the matter with 
the Fruftces at Dewsbury, &c. It ſo, he ought 

to make his recantation, and condemn the Pam- 
phlet which he wrote on that occaſion. But if he 


gel thinks as he wrote then, how is it that he 


has publiſhed ſuch a circular letter, ſuch an apo- 
oud complaint has been made, that in ſome | 
circumſtances, Mr. Moore and his Helpers have 


acted without rule of Conference and even againſt 
rule. To this I anſwer, It is an ror 
case, and beyond the reach of all common rules. 
All circumſtances put together, the like caſe never 
happened before; and add to this, it was a caſe 


ima ry 


that - 
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| that the Conference could not foreſee. . And in all 
caſes that never occurred before, and that cannot 
be foreſeen, no Rule can be made prior to the 
event. 8 e 
From what Mr. Mather ſays about Mr. Wes- 
ley's never attempting to wreſt the power out of 
the hands of the Truſtees, although he ſays, he 
could have done it eaſily if he would,” . perſons 
might be led to think Mr. Wesley was pleated that 
the Truſtees ſhould keep their power, or, at leaſt, 
was indifferent about it. But how does this con- 
ſiſt with his repeated and earneſt attempts to pre- 
vail upon them to make a Codicil to their Deed? 
And how does it agree with what he ſays in © The# 
CASE of BIRSTAL HousSE,” oubliſhed in the 
Arminian Magazine, for 1788? That caſe I re- 
commend to the ſerious peruſal of all who write 
and talk on this ſubject. But men, who have ſome 
_ underſtanding of the ſubjett ſay, that Mr. Wesley 
could not wreſt the power out of the hands of the 
Truſtees. If he could, would he not have done it, 
inſtead of repeatedly begging and {raying them ta 
do it, eſpecially Shen he tound his entreaties 
uſeleſs ? | | „55 WW 
What Mr. Mather ſays about the Truſtees help- 
ing us out, when we were brought to our wit's end 
at the Conference, is truly curious. Pray, whowere 
they that brought us to our, wit's end'' ? Were 
they not the Truſtees? Were hey not the cauſe 
of moſt, if not al the difficulties that he refers 
to? It is not neceſſary to remind any Preacher 
who was at the Conference, that almoſt all the dif- 
ficulties and diſtreſſes we paſſed through at the laſt 
Conference, were brought upon us 55 Truſtees. 
Did not their e e ſtrances, &c. ſwal- 


low up much of our time which might have been 
better 


( 44) 


| better and more ſatisfactorily employed? Was it 
not the fame cauſe that embittered many of our 
! debates ? And was it not from the fime-cauſe that 
the Conference broke up in ſuch a painful manner 
as I need not deſcribe to Mr. Mather, or any 
Preacher who was then preſent ? And after all our 
negociating with them, and all our conceſſions 
| (which may be ſeen at the end of the Minutes of 
the laſt Conference), and after appointing three 
Preachers for Briſtol, who were, in fact, the choice 
of the Truſtees, while we appointed only one at 
ce requeſt of the Stewards, Leaders and People, 
{ ,what were we the better for all our conceſſions and 
. 21 our endeavours for an accommodation, in order 
' to procure a laſting peace? Had all our labours 
for a firm and laſting agreement with them, any 
” other effect upon them than to encourage them 
| formally to renounce the authority of the Confe- 
"rence, almoſt as ſoon as the Conference had broke 
up, by expelling from their Preaching-houſes the 
only Preacher out' of the four whom themſelves 
had not choſen, I mightalmoſt ſay nominated. 
I would further aſk thoſe who were at the Con- 
ference, if it were not the idea that we had of a 
combination of Truſtees in the nation, that embar- 
raſſed us he more in acting towards the Briſtol 
Truſtees. But above all, was it not the fear that 
ſome of the Preachers were in league with the con- 
federacy of Truſtees, and the frequent declarations 
and hints which we heard of this, that cauſed the 
chief difficulties, whether in negociating with the 
{| Briſtol Truſtees. (as ſuch) or with the Delegation 
1 from the Convention of Truſtees, which had juſt 
| been held in London ? And in my opinion, the 
intereſt that ſome Truſtees1n other parts have taken 
lately in the Briſtol affairs, as well as what has been 
„ manifeſted 
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manifeſted by ſome Preachers, is e 
tial proof (at leaſt) of the Double Confederacy 
here alluded to. N e 
I wonder how Mr. Mather and othets ſhould 
ſtill repeat it, that the Briſtol Diftrict-Meeting eæ- 
pelled Meſſrs. Benson, Rodda and Vavey, The 
Committee never thought they had power to expel 
them, for any cauſe whatſoever. And if they had 
had the power, I am confident they had not theleaſt 
inclination to exert it. Mr. Mather and others 
know; that the utmoſt power of a Diftrit-Meetinig 
is to s5pend. And if he and others do really be- 
lieve that Meſſrs. Benson, Rodda and Vasey, were 
us ended, why do they not uſe the word 5uspend, « 
inſtead of expel ? The reaſon is plain. Expel is 
more ſtrong and harſh, is better calculated to in- 
flame, and will better anſwer the deſign of fixing 
an odium on the Diſtrict-Meeting. But they were 
not even quspended, nor was it ever propoſed to 
ſuſpend them. It was indeed the opinion of the 
Committee, that the Truſtees, by renouncing rhe 
authority of the Conference, had renounced the 
Connection, and that conſequently thoſe, who 
© nevertheleſs would cleave to them and ſupport 
them, in oppoſition to the deſire and entreaties of 
their Brethren the Preachers, and the chief part 
of the Society, did thereby, for the time, withdraw 
from the Connection. I never ſpoke with one of 
- the members of the Diſtrict Committee that did not 
greatly regret that Mr. Benson, &c. ſhould cleave 
to a party who had renounced the authority of the 
; Conleteace, The Truſtees did, to all intents and 
purpoſes, renounce the authority of the Conference, 
bs the letter to Mr. Moore, dated the 11th of Au- 
guſt; and this they never recanted, either before 
the Diſtrict-Meeting or at the time thereof. Con- 


 ſequently, 
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ſequently, whatever conceſſions they may now. 


be willing to make, or, however they may be 
ſoftened by the diſaſterous failure of their original 
fcheme, yet as long as that letter 1s not formally 

d they do Ain renounce the authority of 
the Conference. 3 
... And, with that letter before them, and unre- 
NN could the Diſtrict-Meeting judge other- 
. wile, than that they were become a ſeparate party, 


and could not be otherwiſe. till they recanted it? 
And yet, although it is undeniable, that any So- 
ety or Preacher that renounces the authority of 


the Conference, does thereby ſeparate from the 
Methodiſt Connection, at leaſt till recantation is 
made; notwithſtanding the Truſtees are in this ſtate 


of renunciation of the Connection, Meſſrs. Benson, 


. Bodda and Vasey, cleave to.. them and ſupport 


them. And. can Mr. Mather, all. this while, call 


them the. . obedient sgrpants of the Conference, 
+ with a great deal more of the ſame ſort ?, And re- 
preſent thoſe, who, under every diſadvantage, have 
generouſly exerted themſelves in ſupporting the 


authority of the Conference, and in keeping toge- 


ther-thofe, who (out. of zeal for the Conference) 
reſented and fled from the oppreſſion of the Truſ- 


tees, as trampling. on the. Conference, pouring 


+ contempt. upon the Conference?“ &. 


I have heard Mr. Mather complain loudl of 
| not being Pr operly ſtood by. and lupported, 0 5 . | 


in former days, he manfully. flood up for the 


rights of his brethren, and the aythority of the | 
Conference. Vet none of his exertions herein 


were more laudable than thoſe of Mr. Moore, &c. 
in the preſent affair; nor were they ſo eſſential to 
the preſervation and future proſperity of Metho- 
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If Meſſrs. Benson, Rodda and Vasey, are really 


ſupporting our cauſe and credit,” as Mr. Mather 
ſays, is it not wonderful that neither the Society 
in general, nor the Preachers, whoſe circuits ſur- 
round ours, can diſcover this? All of theſe put to- 
ether, muſt ſurely be better able to judge what 
8 our“ cauſe and credit” in Bristol and the 
circuit, than any perſon can be at ſuch a diſtance 
as Mr. Mather is. And if he will pay us a viſit, 
he will find that thoſe who have left the Room, 0 
Guinea-ſtreet Chapel, are not in ſuch a © diſtrac- 
ted condition” as he ſuppoſes in his poſtſcript, — 
And he will find theſe, as well as Mt. Moore, &c. 
in ſuch tolerable © credit,” that the congregations 
of Mr. Moore and his Helpers are not leſs than the 
congregations were betore the diviſion. And out 
a of 1600 members in town and country, I believe 
he will find 1300 efpouiing-this fide of the queſ- 
tion. And praiſed be the Shepherd of Iſrael, 1 
have not heard of one ſonl that has been turned 
out of the way of righteouſneſs by all that has hap- 
pened. The people are united, ſatisfied, and more 
_ zealous than formerly. Moſt powerful proofs 
that there has not been that tremendous: diſtrac-, 
tion, nor thoſe terrible outrages and abominations 
ſo tragically painted by ſome writers on this ſub- 
: Jea. It is much to be wiſhed that thoſe who write 
on ſuch delicate ſubjects, would diſdain the aids | 
of art, colouring, and miſrepreſentation, and every | 
thing that is unworthy of Fraelites indeed. 
Me. Thompson's — 5 — to the Aſſiſtants reſpec- 
ting collections for Briſtol, I think might have 
been ſpared. I believe there was no intention of 
collecting in the Circuits for Bristol, without 
the authority of the Conference. If necessity 
obliged the Voclety to begin to build without that 
fog. | oe authority, 


authority, yet they will not take any ſtep without 
it that '2mpertous: necesstty does not impel them 
to. And I believe this will not impel them to 
go a- begging through any Circuits, at leaſt before 
the Conference. Hicherto te Lord hath helped 
them, and they are fill” finging, Ie Lord will 
hrovide. e chi | 5 
| _ "Great pains have been taken to make it gene- 
rally believed, that thoſe Methodiſts in Briſtol, 
_ Who have forſaken the Room in Broad-mead and 
 Gumea-street 7's 4 (as well as thoſe who preach 
to them), have left the Church and turned Diſ- 
fenters. No ſtone is left unturned to make it uni- 
verſally underſtood, far and near, that all theſe 
have renounced the primitive principles of Metho- 
F diſm, and are wiſhing to form the Methodiſts at 
1 large into a ſeparate Church. e Dt 30 
And on theſe erroneous premiſes, this ſandy - | 
foundation, is that whole widely-circulated pam- 
phlet built, entitled, Congiderations on a Sepa- 
ration of the Methodiſts from the Eflablished 
Church.” So far is this from being the caſe, that 
I aver I never knew people or preachers who diſ- 
played leſs prejudice againſt the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, or leſs defire to be a Separate Party. 
Dissenting-mad, as we are induſtriouſly repre- 
ſented, I verily believe, that in all our Sr ha 
Society Meetings, &c. from the 11th of laſt Au- 
guſt to the next Conference, we ſhall not ſay as 
many ſevere things againſt the clergy as are found 
in Mr. Benzor's Nerz to Tatham and Russell. | 


It ſeems he has combated and expoſed the clergy _ 
till they have converted him, in like manner' as 
Mr. Mather has fought Truſtees till he has been - 
ſubdued and gained over to them. It is not the 
firſt time that Controvertiſts have gone over to their 


thy 
opponents. - Indeed, had this never happened, we 


ſhould not have beheld Meſſrs. Mather and Ben- 


gon combining their efforts upon the preſent, o- 


caſion. For many years, there were no two men 
in the nation more firmly oppoſed to each other 


than they were upon this very -ſubjett of Trus- 


teersmM. |; 


I have availed myſelf of the advantages which 


> 
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I poſſeſſed for Fee the matter to the bottom, 
and I declare, in the preſence and fear of God, that I 


cannot diſcover any deſign in the people or preach- 
ers who have left the Room and Gurnea-street Chapel, 


and aſſemble elſewhere, of renouncing the Church 


And if there had been ſuch a deſign, or deſire, I 


think I could have diſcovered it, as I have heard 


the principal part of what has been ſaid publicly 
and privately on the ſubject. We are no more 


Dt 55enters than we were before the diviſion took 
place. We have not introduced Service in 


Church-hours, nor has the Sacrament been given 
at any place but where the Conference appointed; 
nor have there been any attempts or propoſals: of 


this kind. This is more than can be ſaid for our 


opponents on this head. Theſe zealous Church- 


men and ſtaunch adherents to the Old Plan, about 
three weeks ago, had the Sacrament at the Room; 


although that is not one of the places mentioned 
in the Minutes where the Sacrament was allowed 
by the Conference to be adminiſtered.  _. 
Ihe duſt that has been thrown in the eyes of the 

Preachers in diſtant Circuits reſpecting Wo point, 
is doubtleſs one principal cauſe why ſome Preach. 
ers. have written things that have been con- 
ſtrued to favour the cauſe of the Truſtees, and 


to juſtify the adherence of Meſlrs. Benson, Rodda 


and Fasey to them and their cauſe, But, be it 


known 


which have 
to be more than the mere expulſion of 


known to all men, and eſpecially to every 


Preacher, that this is not a diſpute about the 


Church, but about the power and influence of 
Truſtees in our connection, and, on our part, in 


defence of the independence and authority of the 
Conference. . 


What I have ſaid about Truſtees, is not to be 
underſtood as conveying any unfavourable idea of 
them 1n any other W e nor of the whole, or 
chief part of them as Trustees, but only of a ſe- 
left party, and that on certain occaſions. Many of 
them are eminent for piety, underſtanding, and uſe- 
fulneſs, and would be ornaments to any ſociety, 
civil or religious. 8 = | 
It the vigor and promptitude of the meaſures 
deen taken, ſhould be 8 by any 
r. Moore 
would warrant, I muſt obſerve, this was not the 


whole. cauſe, The conduct of the Truſtees on 
other occaſions, for years, had made a painful 
impreſſion on the minds of many of the Leaders 


an People. The expulſion of Mr. Moore was 
only conſidered as a larger and more offenſive fruit 


of that ſpirit and diſpoſition diſplayed many times 


before. The Leaders and People ſaw, the time was at 


laſt come, for open, united, and manly reſiſtance. 
The ſame conſiderations had ſome weight with the 
Preachers who took part againſt the Truſtees. But 
the perſuaſion of a formidable combination of Truſ- 
tees that the Briſtol Truſtees had a Funn hand 


in forming that combination and that if firm and 


effectual reſiſtance was not made to this ſtep, we 
might expect the ſame, or occurrences more 
grievous, in other parts of the land, was what 
weighed most with them. I avow before God 
and the world, that theſe were my ideas and 
e n 5 © 0 $ motives, 
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motives, and 1 believe they were thoſe of my 
Brethren. - VVV 
As to the promptitude, or what our opponents 
call © the precipitancy” of the ſteps taken, I muſt 
inform the Reader, that a variety of ſtrong cir- 
cum ſtances made it the general opinion, chat el 
was eſſentially and indiſpenſibly neceſſary ; and 
that the leaſt delay would make the Truſtees trium- 
plank and inevitably rivet upon the Preachers and 
eople the evils that were ſo juſtly dreaded. . This 
accounts for the haste in building, kcc. 
Upon the whole, 1 have the greateſt hope, that 
what has happened will really turn to the furthe- 
rance of the Goſpel, yea, even in Briſtol and the © 
, e 4 1 believe that ſo many never at- 
tended preaching, in theſe parts, as do now. _ 
Great ſtreſs has been laid upon the approbation 


45 and disapprobation of the Hundred touching this 


diſpute. But it is not a queſtion that so/ely or 
chieſlyj concerns the Hundred. Every Preacher in 
connection is equally concerned, and has an equal 
right to determine upon it. If any diſtinction be 
made between the Hundred and the others, except 
What ſecuring the Preaching-houſes to the Conte- 
rence renders neceſſary; if they claim an exclu- 
five right to determine in other matters, the Hun- 
dred will be a ſerious alarming evil, and our orm 
of Church government will be more unscriptural 
and vexatious than any in the world. The Church 
of Rome, itſelf, will not afford a parallel. If the 
Freedom of our ſpiritual city and the privileges 


thereof, be thus monopolized by the Hundred, 


then the others (who are above two-thirds of the 
whole) will be in a ſtate of vassalage, and a ſmall 
minority will govern the majority. There will be 
an hundred Masters, and each of theſe, upon a fair 
9 diviſion, 


he caules viſible and immediate, but thoſe which 


may 
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diviſion, will have a couple of ſervants, while there 


will be a few to ſpare. What would the Head of 


the Church ſay to, theſe things? See what he har 
_ faid, N. Xx. 2.5—28. Mark. x. 42—45. Arid the 


* 


Apoſtleꝭ and triumphant army of Martyrs, now in 
glory, 


could we conſultthem, would ſpeak the ſame 


important Queſtion, it would then be the intereſt 


low up thoſe Reſolutions by Meaſures equally 
diſdaining to be in- 
fluenced by ſelfiſh hopes or fears, or any 
ſelfiſh conſide 


the Preachers yet unborn, and the generations of 


the Church yet to come, and would do what 


Truth, Faithfulneſs and God himſelf would de- 


mand them to do. The Preachers would do well 


A 


in their minds before the next Conkerence. 
And may God teach and direct us 

A word to the junior Preachers before I con- 
clude. To the ſenior brethren, I do not ſee it to 
AY Re or duty to ſay any thing at pre- 
Juniors, I may addreſs theſe: without impropriety. 


to weigh theſe matters ſeriouſly-and deliberately 


_ Brethren, if there are convulsions and wounds 
in our een cannot employ your minds better 


than in ſearc ung! ut the cauſes thereof : not only 


1 - 


angmage. Should the Hundred ſlubbornly infiſt up. 
on the excluſive right to determine this or any other 


| onſideration, they would combine the 
intereſts of their Brethren, of the Church at large, 


ut as a majority of the Preachers are my 
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may be more remote or more latent. May 1 we al | 
know and remember our calling. Let us bring 
every thing to the touchſtone of the law and the 
teſtimony, If we live and walk in the ſpirtt, and 
remember that command of Chriſt, © Call h man 
master upon earth ;” ſearch the Scriptures, and 
conſtantly invoke the teachings of the Spitit of 
Truth and Wiſdom; God will guide us Ts all 

truth, and give us a mouth and wilds which all 

our adverſaries will not be able to gainſay or reſiſt. 

And then we ſhall be ſo united to one another, and 

ſo united to our Living Head, that no attempts 
or ſchemes. of men, nor any other thing, will be 
able to ſeparate us from one. another, or from the . a 
loye of od Which is in 1 Chriſt Jeu: 1 


1885 Br18ToL, Nov. 1 10, 
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